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II, Origin ©X: th@ Revolt 

1* Events up to and including 15 June 1953 East Berlin* 
2« T^ie Close 'of l6 June 1953 In East Berlin* 

3* The Question, of the Regime, 

III* Further Developments and Outbreak of the Revolt 

1*. The Close of 17 June 1953 in East Berlin. 

2»- The Spread of the Revolt 'in the SBZD* 

3* The ^ding of the Revolt. 

IV* Soviet Occupation Troops during the Revolt 


1* Emplo^ent of Soviet Troops in East Berlin* 


a, 

b! 

0 ; 


Approach of Soviet Forces* 
Commitment in 'East Berlin# 
Withdrawal from East Berlin* 


2* Commitment of Soviet Troops in the SBZD* 

3, Oomprehonslve Conoluslons regarding the Commitment of Soviet Aimiy 
Force® in East Berlin and the SBZD* 

4* State of Alert of the Soviet Air Force during the Revolt* 

V* The Volkspolizei during the Revolt in East Berlin and the SBZD 

1# Effect of the New Course on the K7P. 

2* Oeramltment and Restraint of the K^P during the Revolt* 

3* ^e Seepolisei during the Revolt* 

VI* Psychological Baokgipound end Results of the June Revolt 


*»Oo0op- 


I* Frellmlnary 

1* Folltical Situation in East Berlin and the SB2n) at the beginning 
of June 1953t . : , . - , 

The radical measures for the Bolshevizatlon of the Soviet Zone (which 
were intended to lead eventually to the liquidation of independent 
agriculture# private business# and the bourgeoisie)# the processes of 
Justice by terror# the struggle against the churches# together with 
the growing lack of means of sustenance# had already led# in the 
weeks preceding the June uprising# to a universal feeling of dls«« 
Ifttisfaction among the broadest levels of the population* The high 
figures for refugees are eloquent testimonials to the fact* partiou* 
larly ai'ter Pavel Judin had been named political adviser to the Soviet 
Control Commission# as successor to Vladimir S* Semenov (then trans- 
ferred to the Foreign Ministry In Moscow) in April of the presen'; 
year# did Walter Dlbricht commence to carry this Bolshevizatlon policy 
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:tO' a- degl^ee' of severity not hitherto experienced in the Soviet Zone*. 

So far as labor was concerned^ a ' decision of the Central Coimsittee of 
the- SKB;,- of '1% May 1933 » called' upon the^ Ministerial COTuncil to raise 
thd lahcr norms by ten percent*' The resulting degree, of the Ministerial 
28 my 1955 # raising the, labor norms, on plea of necessity, 
while JialntalMng the previous rates of pay, caused the utmost bitterness* 
fhd c&rrylng'out of this decree, must -then be regarded as the cause of 
the June outbreak* 

Introduction of the Mew Course 2 

As of 28 my 1953, the Soviet regime announced the dissolution of the 
Soviet Control Commission, as it had existed in Cermeny since October 
1949 * At the same time, it was announced that the Ministerial Council of 
the’iSSH had decided to establish the post of High Commissioner ^with his 
headguarters in Berlin. To this post was named Semenov, who only a few 
weeks 'before had. been relieved as Political Adviser of the Control Com** 
mission* Pavel Judin was named as Acting High Commissioner. 

In naming Semenov High Conmiss loner, Moscow commenced an alteration of 
itS' political course in the Sowjetlsche Besetsste Zone Beutsohlands (SBZD), 
whose effects were specifically shown in, the following, statements and, the 
following measures:'-^ 

a} Ih a decision of 9 June 1953, the Politburo branded the measures taken 
by the party amd the regime during the last few months' (which looked 
to a compulsory Bolshevisation of the Soviet Zone) as a.,*'’serious error.” 
It demanded' the repeal of the most recent decrees issued. during the 
course of the Intensified class 'struggle,' in order ”to Improve the 
' liViiag ■dondition .of the population and to strengthen legal security in 
the BDE.” 

b) to 10 June 1953 there was a statement by the representatives of the 
government of the Soviet Zone, with Frime Minister Grotewohl at their 
head, during the course of a conversation with Bishop Dibelius and 
five biihopi from the' Soviet Zone of the Kvangelioal Church, that all 
mealurei 'hostile to the church Ih the Soviet Zone Republic would be 
adjusted. They declared themselves ready to guarantee the independence 
©f church affairs according to the provisions of the constitution, 

©)■ At a meeting of the Ministerial Council of the Gtoversuaent of the 'Soviet 
Zone on, 11 Jane 1953,, the demands of the Politburo of the SED were 
accepted and a series ’of measures (passed’ in the reoent period and 
intended to promote radical and compulsory Bolshevisation) were with* 
drawn# 

'ihe agreement with the Evangelical bishops of the Soviet Zone, looking to 
abai^donment of the attack on the churches which had taken place the day 
before, was expressly confirmed. 

At an Instruction period 'for agitators on 11 June 1953 these conclusions 
ware interpreted to moah'that the Five Year Plan might not be carried out, 
i Inc® main emphasis mi^nm placed upon the production of consumers* 

goods. To account for the fact that the socialization 'of - -agriculture was 
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jeaM 1922 t© 1925 » ' 


with the sitiatioB- ifl tha Swiat rm-inn 


i'Trt fiHffl' 


I ■ ■ , . „ ■ , . ,, I’g&e gif e Year Plan 

ma ibeing ignored iii tmor of pofulajp.weltee* on tlie basis o^ the Seelslom 
of the Polltb®?© ©f the SSD, The %m oowse® wMleh Seraemov had comeisoed 

was ^ut^lnto effect hj “ — . . 

■tionw ■ 


• series of„fwpthejf measwes by the Soviet administm- . 
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a) The paraffillltarj aSWralatag (0ST » Se§eli$ohaft fSr Sport and Teotolk) ' 
¥E4 stopped at onae, to 17 Jme 19^3 it was arranged that, when resumed,' 
this training was to proceed only in accord with certain spaelBl measures 
Tfe® deeision not to continue the GSMralnlng, is- the: fom hitherto used/ 
was ' annomced in Instpuotions for.agitat§p# on 8 and, 11 June 1953» it 
was further stated that the relasatita of tension now appearing in the 
realm of higher politics must not b® disturbed by any falss steps of a 
mllltant-polltieal natureo This decision was emphasised in the report of 
a- discussion at the district , headquarters of the QfST on 12 June 1953», 

b) All work in the constifuction project at Suegen harbor was stopped on 11 
J«n« 195?» on orders of the Ministerial Council of the Soviet Zone, The 
oontlnuatloh of' gfSWl^y work at the projects .under construction was to 
be closed down until jl inigast 1953« ©nly .a temporary halt- in the work 
saMBSd to be involved, however* 

3* Beaotlons of the populace: 

The strong unrest and discontent of the population, and especially the attitude 
of the workers toward the existing regime and the measures of the administra- 
tion of the Soviet ZOner in the weeks preceding 16 and 17 June 1953, had al- 
ready led, to.., .strikes, though these, were limited, both in time and. in areas 
affected* strikes of this nature had already taken place in the following 
large industries of the Soviet Zone, 

Iteprovemeat pit (PortsohrittschachtJ. of the Mtasfelder Kupferbergbaugeblets ' 

. on l*t April 1953 ■ 

Kunstfaserfabrik Preianltz {artiflolal silk works) on 28 April 1953 
VBB-WerkaeugnBasehlaenfabrlk .Berlin, Krautstrasse, and the Harsahn branch, 

pa 6 May 1953 

I1M49 PlnstsrwBlda, on 27 May 1953 
VSB-Oaselaa, flbstenwalde on 27 ttey 1953 

Kjellberg, electromechanical factory, Plnsterwalde, on 28 May 1953 
Winding shop of the Ballroad Repair Works, Treptow., on;, 29 May 1953 
Daimler, HennlMgsdorf, about the end of 'May 1953 
Nagema Refrigeration Works, Chemnitz, on 3 June 1953 
Armor Plate Works of the SAG 'Krautheim, Chemnitz,., on 3 June 1953, 
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After'a reducliion In pay on grounds of "failure ' to fulfill percentages of the 
new norms detemlned by the Ministerial ^Council .on, 28 J^y 19.53 there was a 
strike at the Eiseinihltten-Kombinat J^stenberg/Oder bn 6 Juiie l953*’ 
workers' demanded: "Olxe old norms ^ the bid pay*" 

Demands similar to those in i^stenberg, between 6 to 16 June’ 1953 » led to 
strikes in at least eight big factories ' (among others^ LEW Daimler, 

Hennlngsdorf, lunstfaserfateik Premnits,.VKB Werkaeugmaschinen Berlin, ¥EB 
das elan J^stenwalde, as named abo¥e«). 

The decisions of the Politburo' of the SED and the administrative orders, based 
on them, for "improvement of living conditions® at first met with a, favorable 
reception ' in wide circles of the population, especially among laborers* This 
was shown, for example, in the obviously improved mood of the people after the 
release of amnestied prisoners in Neuruppin on 12 and 13 June 1953* The 
restraint of the VoPo still further pleased the delighted masses, while the 
Soviet troops took no notice of what was going on, Fbr politioai exploitation 
of the decisions of the Politburo of the SED of 9 1953 and the administra- 

tive orders of 11 June 1953, the usual resolutions were passed by officials 
throughout the Soviet Zone: "The workers thank the party and the governments" 
(for their discernment and broadmindedness, as shown in the new arrangements#) 

Political Tendencies in East Berlin and the Zone. before the June Rising: 

The hew course of Soviet policy in the Zone, introduced simultaneously with 
thb appointment of Semenov as Soviet High Oommlssioner in Germany, had one 
prlmazy goal in ' foreign policy, and must be regarded as part of Moseow’fs new 
pbace offensive# It was an effort to destroy the Western conception of a 
political, economic and (above all) military unification of the Republic, in a 
system ‘directed by the US and with anti-Soviet emphasis# It' sought to do this 
through an internal Qevmn rapprochement under the cloak 'of the (fictitious) 
toifloation of PotsdM# Moscow^s German policy appealed, explicitly, to the 
Potsdam Agreement# The decisions of the Political Bureau of the SED and the 
gbverhmeht order. of 11 June 1953# which the change of course was ..made 
definite, unquestionably followed as a result of Semenov *s directions. 

Semenov wanted to get rid of the obstacles 'to an understanding with the ¥est, 
which obstacles were, in his opinion, obvious enough# This Is definitely 
atated in the decision of the , Political Bureau:. "The great purpose of 
establishing Genfinn unity demands, from both sides, measures which will make 
it reilly easier for both parts of Germany to draw together#" 

The ostensible change of moOd, so demonstatively displayed to the West, could, 

AS a result of . this, neither be regarded' as abandonment of the previous in- 
tention of ‘ Bolshevisation, nor as a "purely propagandistio" variant in the 
cold war, {fculte otherwise, it represented an effort to proceed further with 
the same old. operating ’goals, but 'with new tactical means* That these 
measures were, unfortunately, merely of a tactical nature, was shown in .a 
^'SresA'cphference in the Sodet Zone on 16 June 1953* Thin had not yet been 
Influenced by the dlsturbatices in East Berlin* At this conference it was stated: 
"The great politioai purposes are not Influenced by the "go slow" methods and 
the amnesty that followed," It is possible to speak of a genuine, constructive 
alteration of policy in the Zone' 'which contrasts with the flat progi^si of 
Bolshevl^ation that had been followed by Judin and Ulbricht up. to Uie 'i/ime of 
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Semenov's return, insofar as the duality of the Soviet policy Is a^aln made 
definite. If, In the end, no reunification and neutralization of Germany 
takes place, then Judin and Olhrlcht are still there, to set up again tjjie 
Bolshevlzation of the Soviet Zone formerly practiced. 

m Its .foreign political aspects, the "Semenov course* does pot especially 
look forward toward a direct preparation for Big Pour negotiations, out *ar 
more toward a common movement of all Germans. The reunification and neutraliza- 
tion of' Germany is no douht being prepared, in some way or other. This, no 
doubt, has as its purpose an effort to prejudice the existing situation In a 
special way, in case of later negotiations among the Big Four and at the same. 

time practically constitutes an undermining' of American plans. 

So far as its Internal political aspects are concerned, correction of, the 
previous program of Bolshevlzation is beginning. This particularly wel^s 
down the economic and psychological situation. Bie struggle with the^ churches, 
the Increasing bitterness of the agrarian sector, the one-sided favoritism of 
heavy industry, to the Injury of production of consumers" goods, and co- 
ordinate therewith the care of the civilian sector, the forced elimination of 
Individual businesses, various measures in the cultural field, and, finally, 
the unpaid increase in workers" norms had wakened the forces ^of resistance. 
The 3 e''ndt only seriously injured the functioning of economic and political 
apparatus, but. In addition to that, made any further turns of the screw of 
Bolshevlzation seem unprofitable. The propagandlstic structure, whereby the 
oorractlon of Ulbrlchtts policy was carried out, was built on the thesis ttet 
this' was not 'a departure from any line, in view of the mistakes 
I'egline, but the fault of SED officials who hsid moved too fast for the poplar 
m&pd‘. This was to be made good by a "back-orlehtatlon to the people's atti- 
tude." . 

Various local strikes' had broken out some time before the events of IJ June 
1953, Indicating clearly enough the, rift between the people and the terwr 
regime. Even at that time, they had caused the Soviets some concern, l^ese 
strikes may, perhaps, have hastened the abandonment of ^ the various compulsory 
m'eaittres' Intended to bring about the radical and compulsory Bolshevlzation of 
the Soviet Zone Republic. Certainly,, however, they were not the occasion, for 
this change of direotldn by the 'Soviet Zone Communist party and by the regime 
itself i . ; t:..;- . 

Origin Revolt 

1» Svents up to including 15 June 1953 East Berlins 

At Building Site, Block 40, Stalin-allee/Horth, in East Berlin, which is 
supposed to have been the starting point of the distui’bance, there had been 
vigerdus disfeusslon of the raising of norms and reduction in pay on 5 or o 
June ’1953. ®.is was much the same sort of thing that had taken place in 
other urideHaklngB in the Zone, which Md^lreadJrsbraetlmes led to local 
itrikes (See Section I, Para. 3 above.) It fell to the lot of individual SED 
and EDOB officials to. quiet the abusive workmen. The officials we^aware 
that Block 4C! was regarded as' the "best party organization of the SED in 
Befrliii'. 
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When the new decisions of the Politburo and the governmental, measures of 11 
June 1953 were discussed at the building site, the workers, reacted in the 
same way as , the appointed officials; If such ^privileges” .were permitted, 
there could not fall to be more like them to come. 

While the workers were still hoping for new norms, there followed the next pay 
day on 12 and 13 June 1953* These were- -in the face of . all their expectations— 
based on the new norms. 

Over “the weekend of 13 and l4 June 1953 » the workers of Building Site Block .40, 
Stalin-Allee/Horth had a chance to think over, with their families;, what their 
future 'living conditions were going to be^ Without exception, they all agreed 
that they could not make out on the newly established wage scale. 

On Monday, 15 June 1953 > there was a meeting of the crew at Block 40. 

It , WAS decided,, under the leadership of an SED official, to pass a resolution 
of thanks for, the decision of the Political Bureau and the government, on 11 
June .1953 to Minister-President Otto Grotewohl and SED General Secretary 
Walter Dlbricht . 

’^en. some members of the group proposed to include, in. the address of thanks, a 
request for the reintroduction of .the old norms--as being, so to speak, a 
logical expansion of the program ”to make a decided Improvement in the living 
conditions of the people”— the majority agreed with the proposal. Special im- 
portance was attached to a cautious, indeed a courteous ^ formulation of the 
request. The word "demand," (forderung),, which some embittered individuals. - 
desired, instead of . the .word "request" . {bltte}, was not used in the resolution. 

With regard to this resolution of Block 40, the Central of the PDGB of the IG 
Bau-Hoi2,>. cautiously agreed with the chairmen of the BetrlebsgewerschaftBleitung 
(BGIi) to lay the petition before GroteWohl and Ulbricht, with a view to their 
possible agreement. 

The IG Bau-Holz was aware that the dispatch of the resolution might be expected. 
At an early hour on 1 6 June 1953 i before work began, a representative of IG 
BaUfHolz appeared In Stalin-allee, to hear what the building workers had to say 
about the norm question and to answer them. 

Meanl??.me.^ word of the resolution passed in Block 40 had gotten around to the 
other building sites in Stalin-allee/North. They were generally ridiculed by 
certain hostile individuals. Bi Block. 40 itself, however, voices were raised 
suggesting it was a mistake to wait and to leave matters to the IG Bau-Holz. 
Again a meetlhg of the crew of workers was called. Two workers were chosen as 
delegates to hand the resolution to Grotewohl and Ulbricht. 

Again the BGl/Nord endeavored to await the result of the mediation by the 
emissary of the IG Bau-^Holz. Then, for the first time, .the workers of Block 40 
quit work— at 2:30 p.m. on 15 June 1953* They declared that: they would not go 
back to work before a fully-empowered representative of the IG Bau-Holz had 
intervened and a pacifying settlement of the norm question had:. been achieved. 
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of ; the next few hours, word that Block 40 had quit work spread 
like wildfire..* Numerous workers, of the North, Section, . and later, of the South 
SMtion.., declared their solidarity with, the proceedings of Block, 40, 

The Close of l6 June 1953 in East Berlin: 

In the morning of- l6 June 1953, the. workers were waiting, at the building. sites 
.of. the .sections Stalin-allee/North and Stalin-all§e/gQuth for the empowered 
negotiators of the IG Bau-Holz. Instead, there appeared, at om building site 
of Section South,- a . representative of the BGL, with an artlale by FDGB 
Secretary Otto Lehii?.ann, in the ^Tribune*- of l6 June 1953. In this article, 
Lehmann^ maintained that the workers had hitherto dene too little work and had 
been paid too much money* It created a terrific uproar. Word of the article 
passed about to all the building sites. 

At 8:50 a.m. (work should begin at 7:00 a*m,) the expected representative of 
the IG Bau-Hola at length appeared.. He was greeted with intense outcry and 
the whole group of workers, about three hundred in all, began to ask about 
Lehmannfs article. The JCG Bau-Holz representatlv© declared, that they would 
have to go by the old SED solution; ^Plrst more work, then better pay/' Then 
there really was a tumults 

Afl?^ excitement -i it -was finally decided to send to Qrotewohl. and Ulbricht 

the two delegates who had been chosen on 15 June 1953. About .10 a.m, , another 
idea began to spread-: Everybody ought to go. Hh- should the others sit here? 
Strike here, and now! * 

Thereupon,; aboht 10 a.m.. on 16 June 1953, three hundred building workers from 
Sections North and South, in their working clothes, moved out into the streets. 
By 10:30 a*in. they had picked up about two hundred other workmen from neigh- ■ 
boring building, sites* It is not true that,- when the procession began on 16 
Junevl953# there were already liOOO, -l,v500, -or even 3 *000. building workers 
taking, parti ■ 

At the start no demonstration. procession was formed. -The crowd Just poured 
ahead in a confused way, but, as it got into street traffic. It soon, took on 
some kind pf march .order. The workers carried a. single (Improvised) trans- . 
paranoy, with the inscription : ”We building workers demand Elimination of 
Norms. “ Nothing was heard at the start about free elections, resignation of 
bha regime., and so on. 

Unhindered^ the workmen marched across Alexander plats . Hnter den Linden, 
Friedrichstrasse, Leipzigerstrasse, to the square before the main entrance of 
the v^Haus der Ministerien..^ By the time they reached this square, about 
fifteen. hundred, people were shouting loud protests against the Increase of 
noi:iB8 and the price policy. 

Whbn the two delegates of Block 40 asked, at the entrance of the building# to 
#ee Grotewohl -and Ulbricht, the crowd, poured after them. When neither 
Grotewohl nor Ulbricht appeared, a chorus of voices began to intone a political 
slogan for the first time; *^I)own with -the Government.." 
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At- protesting calls of the constantly growing throng, the Minister o.f 
fjan 3 and Deputy Minister Ppe.si^^pt, Heiripich Ra^, tpS^ther with the Minister 
'Mines 'ana^Porges', '‘trlta ' ^eib^fin; ’ |pp|ared at a wlndp.w of the government 
b^ll^ihg, 'the crwl still yelle^ fhi’ Ulbrlcht- 

4s the outcry went on, a table was carried down the entrance steps and placed 
in front, of the crowd ^ Selbmanp appeared and spoke. Pfe was constantly 
feterfupteL' When he'erie4':f"I m'mHXf a wprke'r," the crowd replied: "You 
J^r|«''hph,loJ5g agol'** When he adctreped them as ‘^Deal oalleagues/' he got the 
“YQUtre'ho colleague of piiri,’' Ydu.'re a rogue a£l!l a traitor," 

S V'a workman Jumped up on the podium beside Selbmann and said {verbatim): 
jit you (Selbmann) tell us doe&*t interest us anyhow. We viant to be free. 
‘U^mohsf^^ftoh Is not against T;herhQr^s only. Wejre not from Stalln-allee 
^r/'hufc' from ‘all over Berlin. 1i)ha't you^have here is a popular rising. We 
oeraa^d 'free/ ihd‘ secret elecfldns.'^ Preserving his anonymity, the man vanished 
iTi’^he crowd',' once more. 

When Selbmarm tried to reply, he was again Interrupted by an intoned chorus of: 

''(|e .w^t to be free/' and "Me 

Aridther ‘ speaker .from the rariks of the workers called: "Colleagues, our demands 
c'eftalnly aren't being fulfilled. Ti(e, must carry our strike further. Tomorrow, 
«%'*'li call 'a g'eneral’ strike." 

About. 2:30 p.m. a loudspeaker truck appeared and began announcing: "The 
liinlstry has given up the raise lii/nogins. %rkeirs arf, re(;p^ested (gebeteii) to 
i|;iv|''tae'')iou^e of the Ministries/" ‘ By;~5,:06. mpst of the dsraonstrators 

Mii5f'ief't"'tlie''sljdare ‘t/bfope the 'inlnisti’ies, thdugii some groups engaged In 
dls'pus^lph remained behind. 

Between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.,. about ten, thousand people assembled on Rosenthaler 
P3.atz. j^ound ^ p.m,, it became known that Blbrioht and Grotewohl would speaV,: 
di/the day's events at a "special active 'party assembly" in the Priedrlchstadt 
llils statement contrad^t^'other Inforrawtion. especially press reports 
al'eoriiing to which the meeting' the 'Fried^ichst^dt Palace on l6 June 19b3 
t6^“plac.e 'at 'ari eartief houf ;' \^iCordi.h| to certain accounts, the discussions 

in '‘'the ifie'ii’lchst'adt 'Palace had 'already ''begun during the morning of 16 June 

, .... ... . 

Thousands started for the Priedrichstadt Palace. When they got there, they 
OAh toto pouuter demonstrators, vfho carried: a transparency saying; "Lorsg live 
th|' dotdf iiment’l’* ’%ey came to 'blows . 

ordtewalil arid Ulbricht declared in their speeches,, among other things, that 
they had never though't of avoiding s'eridus 'discussion with the people. 

Ordtewdiii went' further and declared that the Central Committee of the SED would 
m«^e"a 'di^eeping Investigation of all mistakes, stop all raeas'ures, and then 
rSS'ch its' decisions. Until 11 p.m. further small demonstrations kept 
ahtfivlng." 'Thefe were fight's between demohstrators and SED-activlsts. Every- 
at^bng the demonstrators, the word went round: “General strike tomorrow. 
A's!ii'd«ble around 6:30 a.m. on Straussberger Platz." 

SECRET 


Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000100070038-3 



Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP81 -01 036R0001 00070038-3 
SFCUBITT INFORM^ TIONf^^^oi^FICIALS ONLT * 


25X1 


10 


Tbie,Q;uestion of . the .Regime: .. 

Tri- a suhseauent investigation it seems unimportant wheth^ the little march 
S prSS! With which the outbreaks began, was of f Iclally^lnsplred ; whether 
the^existlng Irritation over the raising of norms was deliberately employed 
bv the government; or whether the intention to strike, doubtless known in 
advance! was merely tolerated. There is no doubt that there >as genuine 
rebellion, after eight years of suppression. The demonstration, at the 
beginning indulgently treated, swelled by small additions like ^^avalanche, 
until it slipped out of the hands of the authorities of. the Soviet Zone. 

a) One workman from Stalln-allee gives the raising of the norms f . 

' reason for the strike. He does, nevertheless, believe that eighty build- 
ing workers planted a strike for l6 June 1953. tut were pinned down by 
the VoPo and hindered in their demonstration. . This contradicts the facts 
given under Nos. 1 and 2 above, which rest on the testimony of eye- 
witnesses One man is said to have gotten away, alarmed other building 
Bites, and thereby stirred up the demonstration. (It is possible that 
this story accounts for a variation in a newspaper story. According to 
this report, seventy— not eighty— workers were to handle the affair on 
behalf of the SoviatZone regime, but one of them betrayed the plan and 
thereby unloosed the mass demonstration.) , 

b) A young workman, from the Stalln-allee ascribes the disturbance entpely 
to the raising of the norms, which enhanced already existing resentmep 
against Ulbricht, caused by past friction with the Wal ter. Ulbrlcht Brigade. 


e.i 


the disturbances were not 


provoked' by the gjvtet German regime, but oAginated in exasperation oyer 
the raising of the norms. This woman thinks that there was no effort to 
prevent the affair at the start, because the authorities wanted to stow 
the world that free expression of opinion was possible in the DDR. The 
‘voPo not only did not interfere, as she herself observed, but even guided 
tihe procession. 

The Idea of tolerating demonstrations of small groups so as to show a , 
corresponding new policy would explain the light hand. It would also ex- 
plain the attitude of the VoPo, which was at first so tolerant— doubtless 
on okers. This holding back of the VoPo had already bpn observed 
during the trouble in Neuruppln (see Section I, Para. 3). Ttore were also 
tpawy reports and press publications across the bouiidarles and between 
spnes., These clroumstanoes may be one reason for the swift spread of the 
rievolt on 16 June 1953. 


25X1 


4 ) 


Ion 16 June 1953 ,. the VoPo had been roroiaaen .vo nre. 


25X1 


This 


prohibition was not lifted \mtll the arrival, of Soviet troops on 17 June 
1953^,',- ' 


25X1 


It ean be regarded as certain that both the Political Bureau and the government 
knew that the building' workers would present a resolution to Grotewohl and 
Hlbrioht. It is possible, Indeed probable, that the decision for a general 
outbreak-not a mere sending of delegates-eame from the ranks of tto workers 
themselves. It is beyond question that a demonstrative form of criticism, in 
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limited and controlled degree, was expected and permitted by the Soviet 
Zone administration. This, moreover, was undoubtedly at the desire of the 
Soviet High Commission, which as the whole course of event's since 11 June 
1953 shows. Was inclined to a demonstrative criticism of the' previous 
course of the government and the SED, which was to be reoriented on the 
"people*s opinion.'’ 


III. Further Developments and outbreak of the Revolt 
1. The Close of 17 June 1^53 in East Berlin: 


About-.? a vm. there was a big gathering in the Stalin-allee. • ®ie general, -word 
went round; Matters will go further today. No work. We go back to Lelpzlger- 
strasse. . 

Around 7 •S'45 a.m. a procession marched as a demonstration from Straussberger 
Plats across the Alexanderplatz and into Lelpzlgerstrasse. 
people Joined it. The marchers Intoned in chorus: Down with the SED, and 
"We demand free elections." 

At approximately 8 a.m. an emergency state of alarm for the 'VoPo was ordered 
over^theSs^t aerman police radio. Emergency groups of the VoPo and entrucked 
units of the Soviet Army were to be seen in the streets. 

About 8;10 a.m., when the head of the procession reached a VoPo chain, barring 
their passage in lelpzlgerstrasse, the first disarming of the IToPo took place. 
A, crowd swung back and went to Potsdammer Platz. There large masses of people 
ddcupled the western side. 

About 8:30 aym.,. another demonstrating group tried to force their way into the 
government building. 

About' 9 si 5 a.m. , several demonstraitloh parUdes came together on the Potsdamer 
Plata.' ' ' 


About 9:30 a.m., a great mass of people assailed the government building anew. 
Kiosks Were overturned.. 

About 16*00 a.m., Individual posts and patrols received orders over the Soviet, 
Qerman police radio to fall back on stronger fbrees. 


About IO 1 I 5 a.m., the 'VoPo guard in the'^Oolumbushaus 'was disarmed. 

About 10:20 a.m., there was uproar followed by fierce encounters before the 
government building. 


Prom 10 a.m. on, there was a discussion of the situation in the Central 
Committee of the SED in Karl Llebknecht House. All the editors and radio 
people that could be reached were called, together. Hermann Axen gave them 
dlriotlons "to handle the matter on the following general lines : 


"The enemy agents in West Berlin are trying, with the help of Fascist 
teurs, to destroy the developing ur-flsrst.anding of the German people. 


provoca- 

Behind 
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tliem stand the Americans who would like at the same time, to torpedo the 
developing understanding of the Soviet Bilon with the other great powers,/ 

The imperialist agencies in West Berlin are responsible for all the results.” 

Axen further explained . that the Soviet Union would intervene with the Western 
powers and, along with its ”nests of agents,” roll up the whole problem of 
West Berlin, The instruction period lasted till 11 a. in. 

About 10: 40 a.m. , six or eight Soviet T-3^ tanks and six or eight armored 
reconrialssance cars and trucks, with Soviet troops, arrived in front of the 
goveriiaent building. 

About 11:15 a.m. , the red flag on the Brandenberger Tor .was torn down by 
demonstrators. 

About. 11:30 a.m,, there were mass demonstrations (15,000 to 20,000 people) in 
the tustgarten. 

About .12 noon, Soviet tanks were in Unter den Linden and in Leipzigerstrasse, 
Half-grown’ boys pelted the Soviet tanks in front of the government building 
With stones,. 

About 1 p.m, , martial Ifiw was proclaimed. The streets were cleared of 
demonstrators by Soviet tanks. The VoPo undertook a cleanup, which led to 
shooting. The first wo^mds were, mostly shots in the leg or the calf or the 
arm; together with grazing shots. However, by evening of 17 June 1953, there , 
were sixteen dead and more than a hundred wounded, according to announcements 
in East. Berlin, 

About 3 p*m., persons belonging to. the families of members of the government 
and of the Central Committee of the SED were being taken in Soviet trucks to 
Maoklenberg ( Ostseebad Kuehlungsborn) . 

About 4 p,m,, Central Committee officials, under protection of Soviet tanks, 
were being taken from the Earl-Liebknecht House. 

2, Spread of the Revolt in the Zone: 


I news of the 

•beginning of the disturbances in East Berlin had already reached all cities 
in the Soviet Zone on l6 June 1955* were quickly spread 

everywhere by BIAS and other Western Zone radio stations, on the other side by 
railroad men, chauffeurs, and travelers . In many cities, the news from East 
Berlin led to immediate preparations for strikes and demonstrations, on 17 

June 1955 * 

Jxir the Leuna-Werke , strike commandos decided to go to Berlin and share the 
demonstrations there. They supposed— as did many other demonstrating groups«- 
that there was a central direction In Berlin guiding the revolt In the whole 
Zone./ The Leuna workers wanted to get, in touch with this center. On I7 June 
1953 1 however, they were prevented from going farther on their way through 
the -Soviet troops. 

SEOHET . 
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There were telephoned questions in East Berlin » and messages- were sent by some 
individuals* . These^ however, seem to have been the only moves. worth describ- 
ing as efforts , to establish liaison between the revolting masses in the Zone 
and those in East Berlin—at least so far as is known from information at hand. 

One report says that three to five thousa:nd workers of the Wismuth-Werke in 
Aue hadj^as early as l6 June 1953^ gotten hold of 114 trucks, two tanks, and 
one ambulance, which they expected to use to go to Berlin; but that, on I7 
June 1953 1 they were compelled by Soviet troops to turn back. This report, 
however, contradicts other reports that , have come in. 

Without any direct connection with the disturbances in East Berlin, strikes, 
demonstrations, and rising in the Zone were almost entirely confined to I7 
June 1953*' In some cities there were encounters quite as serious as those in 
East Berlin,. The demonstrators did not confine themselves to processions and 
fights with the SED officials and the VoPo, but stormed administration build- 
ings-, SEB-Centrals, police stations, prisons, and jails* In many- places 
houses ahd documents were burned, several cases VoPos and SED members, 
especially officials of the SSD, were killed. 

The. countermeasures taOcen by the Soviet authorities were correspondingly more 
severe than they had been In East Berlin. Also, the number of dead and wounded 
exceeded, relatively speaking^ the, sacrifice in Berlin. 

The majority of reports received indicate that the revolt of I7 June 1953 and 
18 June 1953 and— in its local dispersion, on following days— came very close 
to including the entire Zone* Altogether, thus far, strikes* demonstrations, 
and revol ts can be counted in nearly- seventy cities and industrial centers of 
theZone* I ^ Especially hot spots in the revolt are to be found 25X1 
on 17 and 18 June 1953. in the vicinities of Halle, Merseburg, Leuna, Bitterfeld, 
Iieipzig,. and Sagdeburg, Reports of revolt in the uranium mining districts are 
OiOhtradlctory. Prom Brandenburg/Havel, Coswig, Erfurt, Pinsterwalde, Gera,^ 
Goerlitz/ Jena,- Quedllnburg, Rathenow, Dessau-Rosslau, and Rostook-Varnemuende . 25x1 
serious disturbances with bloody conflicts were reported. | 


a)‘ Halle i- Beginning of the -strike in the morning of 17 June 1953 in the 
coach, wagon, and machine works of Halle, 

One report indicates that about 15*600 workers of the- Buna-Werke and about 
35rOOO workers of the Leuna-Werke were involved^ 

Local courts and jails were stormed, forty political prisoners were freed. 
3^ the course of the disturbance one VoPo officer was killed and three 
. ?oPoe were wounded. The district offices of the SED were raided and the 
?oPo guard disarmed. , After the Soviet troops and WP took a hand, there 
was heavy street fighting,. The number of the dead was estimated on 17 
:June 1953 at 26 and the seriously wounded at 60.. Considerably higher 
totals may be presianed after the clashes of 18 June 1953.- 
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■b:) Her,s,e,burg“Leuna: . During the clashes of 17 .June 1953 ,t>e tween the Leuna 
workers and ’.the ?oPo, two of the^iatter I'^y.^he workers,. 

^ ’ V Before the, key . points of the Le^na-Werke were oc-cupied .Soviet troops,,, 
incendiary, fires were kindled in certain shops,. The spread of some fires 
caused serious damage. The Leuna. workers marched to Herseburg and took 
. - part in the demonstration there.. One Soviet officer, who had fired at a 
; WOtaan,.' was killed by the workers",". Local headquarters of the SED and PDJ 
,, in Merseburg were demolished. There was heavy figlriting between VoPos and 
*. demons tr a. to.rs^ who went after the police with iron bars. About 240 VoPos 
' took off "their uniforms and” threw away their weapons. There were some 
deadband wounded among the worke^rs,. - 

Bitterfeld: Demonstrators beseiged the Rathaus and assailed police.on ^ 

^ ■ th|ir beats r . The burgomaster and SED officials were locked up in rooms in 
the oeliarT The jail was attacked by workers who freed 24 prisoners. 

VoPos. and SED. officials were' put into the cells. After ^ the Soviet troops 
Intervened-j there was a great wave of arrests, 

dj ■ Leipzig: The demonstration began on I 7 June 1953 with the silent march of 
.^Ive thousand workers.. The total number ; of demonstrators., during, the day , 

: ’ in the inner city "is estimated at. 80,000, There was a raid on the police 
headquarters in connection with street railway fares. Official head- 
quarters were seized, documents burned. The ®*Pavilion. of the National 
. Front" was destroyed and burned by demonstrators.. The main railway station 
wVs seized by rebels and the police guards overoorae, ' Railway police 
'.unifprms.; 'tfurned., Chief Burgomaster Ulich was recognized by the demonstra- 
‘ ' /'toriVand knocked down.,/ There were mass demonstrations at the People’s 
1 ' Battle Monument. Eyewitnesses estimate the number as 25,000. to 30,,C00 
"" participants, ”The offices of the PDJ district manager (Rltterstrasse) were 
aeized, sro. offices were both seized and burnea. At 11 a^m. on 17 June 
1553>'^martiai law (Aushalmezustand) was declared. There was intervention 
* by the VoPo and Soviet troops,,, strong forces of the, latter first appearing 
In the afternoon. ‘ In the first' conflicts between Soviet troops and ^ 

. demonstrators there were seven dead, 120 wounded. At the cremation of^ 

, Leipzig's dead,. 68 urns were counted, ’ It is not certain whether the death 
list in Leipzig is fully represented, even so. On 18 June 1953 there was 
a' of .arrests,. ^ Three workers were shot as a matter of summary Justice, 

e) l^gdefeurgV The start' of the demonstrations of I 7 June 1953 was at the 

IhaelmannrWerke tfomerly. Krupp ) .1 The Rathaus,. the law-courts (.Justizpalast), 
ih*e trade union house, the. SED-haus and the PDJ-lteim were seized and 
deoupled by the rebels. The VoPo guard in the main railway station was 
disarmed, an^ one Black Marla was smashed.. The Magdeburg-Neustadt jail 
was "stormed and 361 political prisoners were fr^ed. . An attack on the 
Magdfe,burg-Suderburg house of correction was stopped .by VoPo fire. 

Twelve workers were killed in this fight alone. Police headquarters were 
stormed. After the attack on police headquarters, Soviet, troops dragged 
demoha'tfs^'^crs to the railway embankment and shot them with anti tank, guns. 

Prom 4 there was' intervention by the Soviet troops, who handled the 

rebelV with \mu3ual severity. There were seven death sentences (two 
passed on Juveniles, four on workers of the Thaelmann-Werke) . These were 
passed by a Soviet court martial, and heavy prison sentences were also 
passed. The eventual total of dead in Magdeburg: 138 , 
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f) Uranium mining districts (Wlsmuth-Bereich, AuerSchwarzenberg, Johann- 
. geo^genstadt i Annaberg) : Reports on actual events here during. the day of 
revdlt ar^. so contradictory, that thus far it has not been possible to get 
a clear picture of what really happened. On the one hand. It is- asserted; 

aa) In the uranium ore areas there were no strikes and no disturbances. 

Three Volkspollzel men entered with every shift. All pits were 
occupied by Soviet guard commandos. During the martial law of 
17 to 27 June 1953, there were Volkspollzel commandos in all railway 
stations. Trains were escorted by two- to six Volkspollzel men clear 
- to the end of the line, There was a strict pass and permit control. 

On the other hand it Is stated: 

bb) About 80,000 workers, bn 17 June 1955 > demanded suspension of the 

uranium ore mining. SED buildings were demolished, likewise the town 
halls in Atie, Schwarzenberg, Johanngeorgenstadt, Ilarlenberg, - 
' Elbenstock, Auerback, and Palkenstelm; m the conflicts between VoPos 
and workers, about 560 VoPos were disarmed and compelled to take part 
in the demonstrations. In Aue and Annaberg, Soviet troops, supported 
by tanks, opposed the demonstrators, who to some extent barricaded 
themselves. In spite of early occupation of the mine shafts by Soviet 
troops with their side arms ready (as, for example. In the_ mines at 
■tflsmuth kQ, Johannestal, Where there were 300 men)j several mining 
• Installations seem to have been destroyed. Up to.17 June 1953 ». it is 
established that there were 25 dead and 300 woiinded - in -the entire area. 

The following other cities are mentioned as the scenes of- heavy conflicts 
(information- abbreviated) ; 

a) Brandenburg/Havel: Assault of the demonstrators on I7 June 1953 on 
, the detention prison; PDGB house burned; 

Fire set to the Or. Kreutz; station, -which was partly burned* 

■ ' SED offices and lower,. court assaulted and occupied, several ,1udges 

and public prosecutors- knocked, down. Several SED officials killed 
. • by rioters.. Efforts- made to. start large forest fires . , 

■b)' Ooswlg bel Wittenberg; Efforts- by rioters,, on .I7 June 1953 ;. to 
seize the Gbswig Jail -failed, several deaths .among the workmen. 

■ 0) Er'fu.rt': m heavy battles between demonstrating workmen and VoPo, 

by the evening of 17 Jane 1953 » dead and 150 severely wounded. 

VoPo assault commandos were disarmed. Soviet tanks attacked 
demonstrators. Wave bf- arrests numerous proceedings against young 
people are reported. 

d) Flhsterwalde: Assault of about 2 , 000 . demonstrators on 17 .June 1953 . 
against the district offices. Documents burned. VoPos disarmed and 
knocked down. 

e) Qera: Start of the demonstrations on 17 Jane 1953 was at the EMW- 
Werke (formerly BMW-Werke). Hie Jail- seized by rioters a ’ 
numerous prisoners set free. Efforts to storm the prison failed. 
Several VoPos disarmed, a few VoPo trucks destroyed, intervention 
of Soviet tanks followed, after 2 p.m. 


SECRET 



Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000100070038-3 



Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP81 -01 036R0001 00070038-3 
SECURITT INFORI'^ATION/US CFFICIAIS ONLT 
- l6 - • 


f;)' Goerlltz ; Prison seized by demons tr at ors *. Prisoners freed*- 
Burgomas ter thrown out of office. 

g) Jena: The building of the SSD was demolished by rioters and 
attacked by the crowd. Political prisoners were freed, documents 
burned. 

h) Quedlinburg: Demonstrations began as early as 6 a.m. on 17 June 1953. 

■ SSD building In Breitscheidstrasse seized, documents destroyed. 

District police station occupied. Police commandos disarmed and 
locked in the cellars. House of the DFB (Demokratlscher Prauenbund) 
and the House of Freedom taken. One Soviet officer and two Soviet 
soldiers disarmed by the crowd and thrown out of the windows. All 
three probably killed. Severe Soviet measures of retaliation and 
numerous arrests. 

I) Rathdnow: Starting point of demonstrations on 17 June 1955 was the 
Optical Works. The SED offices were occupied by rioters, documents 

burned. SSD official Hagedorn killed by the mob. 

J) Hosslau-C Assault on the prison by demonstrators. One hundred eighty 
prisoners freed. 

k) Rostock-Warnemunde : Revolt of the workmen in Rostock in the Diesel- 
motor Works (VBB) in Rostock on 17 June 1955. Numerous machines 
rendered useless, fire in several workshops. Damage to equipment 
about 500,000 DM, according to estimate. Resumption of production 
will not be possible for three to four weeks. VoPo assault units 
stoned. The optical works later occupied by Soviet troops. Occupa- 
tion of the Warnow shipyards at Warnemiinde and the Wepbun shipyards 
at Rostock by Soviet troops on I7 June 1955. ^ attack by Soviet 

troops on demonstrators at the beginning, two dead. In the Warnow 
shipyards, on 18 June 1955 i 150 arrests. The dead in. Rostock and 
Warnemiinde together estimated at forty. More than 250 wounded was 
definitely established. 25X1 


I 

it'should be especially noted— in addition to the courage of the 25X1 
HOPloften, who attacked without weapons--that these rioters, in many cities, 
tried to get the key points into their possession. The demonstrators 
eorreotly Judged these key points to be the townhalls, the SED centrals, 
the police stations, the SSD buildings, and— in some cases— important 
commercial centers, m Magdeburg the- Reich railroad management was 
tempdratlly held. In aera, GCerlltz, and Stralsund, similar attempts 
were mWe. m several cities, in the early afternoon of 17 June 1955. 
the city administration, SED command posts, and police stations were 25X1 
cleaned out. These successes resulted In nothing. Soviet troops on 17 
June 1953 crushed all centers of resistance and gave their establishments 
back to the displaced authorities. 


of the rlotirs in the various cities were not coordinated and 
idea of a central direction is out of the question. 


the efforts 

25X1 


Ithe 
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3. Echoes of the Uprising; 

The proclamation of martial law, the intervention of Soviet troops with many 
tanks, summary shootings, and severe measures of surveillance enabled the Soviet 
Occupation authorities to smash the rising of the workers In East Berlin and the 
Zone. In spite of martial law. Isolated strikes and demonstrations continued in 
East Berlin and the Zone on l8 June 1953 . Ihey still continued In Individual 
places of the Zone on 19 and 20 June 1953. In.theMansf eld copper mine, they 
were still continuing on 22 June 1953. The authorities of the Soviet Zone arid 
the various party headquarters were restored to their functions by the Soviet 
Occupation. In East Berlin and the Zone, mass arrests were already under way on 
18 June 1953, as a result of the revolt. 

The sector boundary In East Berlin was hermetically sealed on IT.June 1953. The 
first measure of relaxation was the opening of three crossing points. On 23 
June 1953 it was made possible to cross at a limited number of points, with 
special passes. On 23 June 1953, the street railway service, which had been 
halted during the unrest, resumed operation within the Soviet sector. On 1 
July 1953, the sector boundaries were again completely open. 

Martial law was countermanded In most cases on 25 and 26 June 1953, in oltles of 
the Zone, except for a few oltles where the disturbance had been especially 
serious. In East Berlin, the Soviet commandant of the East Sector lifted martial 
law for the first time at 12 midnight on 11 July 1953.‘ 

Soviet Occupation Troops During the Revolt 

1. Employment of Soviet Troops in East Berlin, 

a) Approach of Soviet forces: The demonstrations In Berlin on l6 June 1953 
apparently caused the Soviet , command In the Zone , . In the late evening of 
l6 June 1953 (provisionally, and in case of further disturbances on 
Berlin East Sector) to start the Ist Mechanized Division* s first units 
(than stationed in Doberltz) on their .march by way of .Potsdam Into the area 
south of East Berlin,. The march started about midnight of l6/l7 Jun® 1953* 
Some units of this division (which apparently came from the Doberltz train- 
ing area were located on their .way. through Schonefeld (with 25 tanks) around 
5:15 a.m. on 17 June 1953, Later, around 1:00 p.m. they were located at 
Potedamer Plata, on the sector boundary. and also In the Inner part of East 
Berlin. Kie main part of the division got its start from 4 a.m. on and- 
during the morning of 17 June 1953. By this time every unit was apparently 
in full marching order and had pushed off. 

VIhen the big demonstrations began In the morning of 17 June 1953, lb ut once 
became apparent that the strength of the 1st Mechanized Division, even when 
supported by a simultaneous attack by the KVP.and general police, would not 
suffice to occupy the entire East Sector of Berlin and at the same time 
ensues blocking of the sector boundaries. As a result, the 12th Guard 
Armored Division from Neuruppln was at once started for iBerlln, Most of the 
division, presumably without heavy tanks, moved out of the base around 1 p.m. 
on 17 1953, preceded by 200 tanks and started on Its march of 8o 

kilometers. The column Included 60 trucks with amunltlon from Wulkow. In 
East Berlin, the cosmltaent of tvie division, whose advance had -sutly not 
reached the Inner city before 8:00 p.m., was first definitely established on 
l8 June 1953, In the Gesundbrunnen area. 
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. The aaine considerations that caused the 12th Guard Armored Division to be 
called out, are probably responsible for alerting the 1 4th Guard Mechanised 
Division in Jueterbog in the morning of 17 June 1953 and starting it for^ 
Berlin. It was observed marching along the Zossen-Lichtenrade road, with 
more, than a hundred tanks, between 5 p:.m. and 5 p.m. Motor, vehicles of the 
division entered Berlin for the first time on 24 June 1953» being obsei'ved 
at the Ostkreua station. 

Commitment in Bast Berlins The units of the 1st Mechahiaed Division and 
the 12th Guard Armored Division, upon their entrance Intothe city, were 
assigned to close the sector boundaries, together with KVP units and 
-general police. They were also assigned to clean up the street processions. 
Further units of both divisions were also apparently assigned to occupation 
of large factories, stations and bridges. The divisional boundary was^ 
probably the River Spree, beginning at Humboldt harbor. As early as 19 
June 1953, In most sections of the sector boundary, the Soviet tank and 
other units were relieved of their guard duties by KVP and general 
They were then withdrawn 200 or 33 meters behind the sector boundaries, for 
security... Only in the area Gesundbrunnen-Bernauer station did tanks the 
12 Guard Armored Division remain in the front line. Around 24/25 June 19y3, 
the KVP units In the sector boundary were replaced with ordinary police. 
Simultaneously, the divisions brought more and more of their units. In 
Isolated posts In the city, together. Thus, positions altered almost da,lly. 
Apparently this was meant to let the people see, with their own eyes, the 
strength of the Soviet troops in various places. The l4th Guard Mechanized 
• Division. was, from 21 June 1955 on., stationed, in great strength, as a 
reserve on the Wuhlhelde. Except for the three divisions named, no other 
units seem to have been brought Into the Berlin area. 

Withdrawal from East Berlin; As normal conditions returned in Berlin, the 
l4th Guard Mechanized Division, with most of its vehicle units, was withdrawn 
from the Wuhlhelde in the night of 27/28 June 1953. and marched toward 
Sueden* The tank section of the division was transported from the Stalin- 
allee station, Aldershof, and Schoenweide on 27 and 28 June 1953, with destina- 
tions. Jiuterbog* Early in July, the 1st Mechanized Division assembled its 
units ^ which had hitherto been scattered in isolated groups throughout the 
city i-. and likewise brought them together in the Wuhlhelde* About the turn 
of the month, the 12th Guard Tank Division also began to pull units out 
of the inner city and assemble them in the ai'ea Buch (West)— Berlin (Worth), 
Other 'ti^ltSy including strong tank units, remained in the city. The further 
relief of the 12th Guard Armored Division, which had been planned, for the 
week ending 4 July 1953, seems to have been postponed around the early part 
of July, so that units remained in the Buch area and in the inner city. 

These measures may have been caused by the stiffening attitude of the people, 
Who were determined on another strike, unless the promises of better living: 
conditions and of restitution— as promised by the men captured on 17 June 
1953'-were carried out. Only on 11 July 1953 did the armored- units of the 
'two last named divisions begin to move away from the Buch and Schoenweide 
stations, toward Nearuppin and Doberitz respectively... In the night of 
12 July 1953, units of the 1st. Mechanized Division withdrew by way oi- 
Schoenefeld. Prom about 15 July 1953^ units of the ist Mechanized Division 
and the 12th Guard Armored Division were being withdrawn from the Fast 
Berlin area. Openly for the of these forces, units of the: ( -h Guam 

.Mechanized Division from B^rstenwalde and the 6th Guard Mechanized Division 
from PreienwaldB were drawn toward East Berlin, 
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Commitment of Soviet troops In the Zone: The commitment of Soviet troops In the 
Zone served In some cases to combat the disturbances* In other cases < however, 
iii hunserous cities, it served merely as a preoantionary measure, to forestall 
demonstrations. Martial law {Ausnahmezustand) was declared by the Soviet 
authorities In most cities as early as 17 June 1953; but. In scane cities. It 
was delayed until 18 June 1953.’ In general, it ended after eight or ten days, 
except in areas where the revolt was bitterest. 

When the disturbances broke out, most of the Soviet forces were in summer camps on 
maneuver grounds, while their home stations were nearly empty of troops. The 
recall of contingents of troops from their maneuver grounds Into the various 
cities and industrial centers, on 17 and l8 June 1953, was carried out almost 
entirely over the roads. Only from the Templln maneuver ground were tank units 
carried by rail In the night of l8 June 1953. Units of the 8th Guard Mechanized 
Division marched over the 120 kilometer stretch from the Konlgsberg maneuver 
ground to its entrance into Leipzig— with both wheeled and half-track units. 

Itoese measures, which contrast with all previously observed Soviet usage, may 
perhaps be related to the question of time. It may also be due to uncertainty as 
to how far the railway men were involved In the uprising. So far as present 
information goes, however, only the railway men of Relcnsbaimamt 5 (Wustermark), 
entered the strike of 17 and 18 June 1953- Regular movement of transportation 
was, in general, first observed again from 20 June 1953. 

As a measlire against the demonstrations and also as a protection to public 
buildings, various depot commands in the home stations were brought into action 
until the Soviet units, moving from the maneuver grounds, could arrive. Troop 
movements to individual cities went on till about 20 June 1953 and continued 
in a scattering way till 22 June 1953. Bl^om about 25 June 1953, mostly after 
the lifting of martial law, the troops began to move back to the maneuver grounds. 
The following information is available regarding the entrance of Soviet troops 
into Halle, Leipzig, and Magdeburg, as particularly fiery points in the uprising: 

a) Halle area: At 8 p.m. on 17 June 1953, strikes began in the big factories In 
Halle as well as in the Buna-Werke in Sohkopau and in the Leuna-Merke at 
Merseburg. This strike involved 220,000 men. About 50 tanks were brought 
into the city. At evening, they were reinforced by motorcycle troops and AT 
units. Martial law was declared at about 8 p.m. During the night of l8 June 
1953, 50 Josef Stalin Tanks arrived from the direction of Dessau- Jueterbog. 

By 18 June 1953, a general strike was under way and In the morning hours of 
1'9 June 1953 there were also some strikes. ®ie first withdrawals of troops 
began actually on I9 June 1953. m Naumburg, three transport trains with 

50 tanks arrived from the maneuver ground at Lossa. Units of the 2l3t Guard 
Mechanized Division were definitely noted, moving in the direction of Berlin. 
These were certainly detrained in Halle. On 23 June 1953. a troop transport 
was unleaded in Halle. It ostensibly oame from Jueterbog, On 29 June 1953, 
miftlal law had still not been lifted. Identification of the troop units 
brought In was impossible. However, it is believed that, at first, units of the 
Second Guard Mechanized Army (repeat: Aimy), perhaps the 7th Guard Armored 
Division, oame in. Later, they were relieved by units of the 21st Guard 
Mechanized Division, normally stationed here. 

b) Leipzig: At 11 a.m. on 17 June’ 1953, martial law was declared in the city. 

The first troops brought in to control the spreading unreat were the Tardc 
Training Battalion of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division, from 
Barracks., About 7 a.m. on I8 June 1953, a force of about a thousatiU men 
reached the Schoenau Barracks, coming from the direction of Wurzen. Bei;«een 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 50. tanks arrived, presumably from the 1st Guard Armored 
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Eeginient of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. Around 5 another 

twenty tanks arrived, presumably from the 20 th Guard Mechanized Regiment 
of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. In the course of the afternoon of 
18 June 1955, other strong tank and AAunit^,^ coming in on the Autobahn 
from the direction of Halle, are reported to'-liave reached the Heiterfelick 
Barracks. At this time there were 1,5^0 men in the Schoenau Barracks, 
while outside the barracks there were still stronger units with 60 tanks 
of the 64th Guard Heavy Armored Regiment (64, Gd. schw, Pz. St, Gesch, 

Regts,) of the 8th Mechanized Guard Division. Part of this regiment, with 
24 tanks, was observed on I 7 June 1955, on the march from Grimma to Leipzig, 
On 22 June 1955, the kommandantura was given six more tanks. It is un- 
questionably established that from early on I 8 June 1955 > strong units of 
the 8th Guard Mechanized Division entered the city. 

In addition to the divisions permanently brought in, the two armored 
regiments of the division from Borna and Leisnig were added as reenforcement, 
as well as units, mostly tank units, of the 20th Guard Mechanized Regiment 
of the division from Grimma, Troop units that marched in, supposedly from 
the direction of Halle, could not be identified. They may possibly have 
belonged to the 7 ^^ Guard Armored Division. The strong units of the 8th 
Guard Mechanized Armored Division, .brought in. along the road from 
Koenigsbruck, were alerted (probably in the course of the afternoon of 17 . 
June 1955 ) and moved out during the evening hours of the same day, 

0 ) Magdeburg: Within the city, extensive strikes and unrest in all industries 
began in the morning hours of I 7 June 1953. The fact that, as early as 16 
June 1953 , police were already called away to Berlin, favored the demonstra- 
tions, Though the information is somewhat contradictory, the first Soviet 
tank troops seem to have been brought against the demonstrators sometime 
between 10 a,m, and 3 p,m. Definite information from within the city itself, 
combined with messages from Haldensleben, describe the march of bank units 
from the southern part of Letzlinger Heide toward Magdeburg. These indicate 
that strong units of the 19th Guard Mechanized Division* as well as army 
troops of the Third Assault Army (Stossarmee) were used to quell the 
disturbances. ,0n 20^ June 1953, scattered strikes were still going on. The,, 
maSs of the troops were, however, pulled out of the city and lay in a ring 
around it, in the immediate vicinity, in a position of readiness. On 22 
June 1953 , peace reigned In the city. In addition to the 19 th Guard 
Medhanised Division, units of a pioneer regiment from the Aken area were 
brought in. . 

Oomprehensive Conclusions Regarding the Commitment of Soviet Army Forces in 
East Berlin and the Zone: 

The alerted troops turned out with steel helmets, gasmasks, and pack with 
blanket. The appearance In the march columns of numerous ammunition wagons from 
ammunition. dumps indicates that (dn addition to the two-thirds ammunition 
supply kept with the weapons) the one- third supply kept in battalion and 
regimental dumps (Reglmentstrossen) was also taken along. Fuel was continuously 
supplied by the garrisons. On the. approach march, the main roads were cleared 
by wedge-shaped advance tank formations, followed by motorized infantry. These 
troops ' forced the population off into the side roads.- important group'^^^;nf , 
buildings and crossroads were at on'?* secured by tanks, .together mm 
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M-irt and 57 mn AT guns, brought up to the position.. TXi the yislnlty of 

^^?SofS^Sllets, addiUonal AA defenses with 12.? nm machine guns 

built. proLSlon agaLst 25X1 

Q ern^nmanufactuge^ 

I j'FfomTobserva- 

moment the troops were alerted.y 

tj*T»e gathered together in the barracks# sometimes in grea • 

Soviet famllieis f trooos as a- whole made the impression of a 

haste# In general the So ^ the twentv-two fighterplane units in. 

disoipllOed and well-tr^ined^for ^ participating, with larger or smaller 

o5 L. J« L..,.r, dia 

beyond patrol duty in their own areas. { Compare Section 2.) 


4. State of Alert of the Soviet Air Force During the Revolt: 


‘ xn^ing 16 dune -dSed 

fields. iiiSntr The’flgSS-plane regiment which, in the beginning 

for fighter-plane regiments. “®f ®; P^^dburg-Brlest, was sent back to 

SJSoial security neaswes 

up, M guns ready. Other Lf “LSHSoped. All air mlts in 

on 17 . June 1955* J*'® •rt crews were kept by their planes, ®e 

the Zone were In a state of * • .. and were in some oases en- 

plines themselves stood side by side on_^the flelds^an^were 

Slosed in partitions. ^USSd stSty meLures were 

trucks stood under o^o:^lage ne ^ units, as already reported, 

tlt^tened. Even on ^ f®* 195 ^ most^of .the air these for- 

BrieB.t on 22 June 1953* 

The Volkipoliaei during the Revolt in East Berlin and the Zone 
1. Effect of the "New Course ® on the BOT; 

ways: 

a) Limitation of the buildings of the KVP. 

bj Breaking off of the military f f old members of the 

. SED and^FDJ, already being carried out by the KVP. 
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c) Extensive retrenchments by discontinuances in the KVP* 

d) :-'’- The- -cadre divisions {^®¥erbSnde"^) ©ranienburg, Brandenburg-Hohenstiicken, 

; ■•^d. perhaps also Pot^da^» •which .were- directly imder the- Ministry of the 

' ■• Interior, were' change Constabularies t**Bereitschaften®) and their 

-assigned regiments into ' Commandos*®’ ■ That is. to- say,- these^'units again 
■ ' bear- the same deslgnatiouf • as they did/ before their reconstruction began 
'in the Sipring of 195^-* Whether any. real changes in organization went with 
this change of names, whether there was a mere exchange, whether purely 
police units were involved, remains to be seen* Humors of the contemplated 
dismissal ©f 40,000 to 60,000 men from the KTP remain unconfimed. 

Commitment and restraint of the SOT dxxring the Revolt: 

The .KVP were for the most part kept in garrison areas during the revolt. In the 
Be3?iin>rea,'' reenforcing units were brought in from the territory of Army Group 
North and from Saxony. A large part of the JCVP units and schools were only kept 
ih’ a state of alert and were never committed., at all* ■ llidividual units have been 
identified as follows; 

a)‘ Tbe Bereitschaft (Kader-Div.) ©ranienburg was alerted at 5:50 a*m* on 17 
. June. 1955* It was. brought in motor vehicles to Berlin and there committed 
■' at Alexanderplatz and later, after being divided.,' to Treptow, 

tot*- fce-’KVP troop training area at Weisswasser was evacuated by iOT units- from 
-v j6-tp 20 June 1953* They had been called back to their jgarrisons* On 25 
1953 » the Nochten Camp was again occupied by 800 KVT men* 

©). Five, companies of the Pasewalk EVP were ordered to Berlin on I7 June 1953 * 
.The CO returned to Pasewalk on 29/30 June 1953* 

d)-- -The KVP Division, *®Prora,.’™ was alerted on 19 June 1953 » -but was not committed* 

i). The Leipzig KVP forces had to be called back from the Wclsswasser training 
to^nter and got to Leipzig for the first time on I8 June 1953* The KVP re- 
■ " ^Ihed at Leipzig till 25 June 19-53', thpugh the Soviet troops assigned t© 
security duties at the same time had been relieved on 23 June 1953* 

f ) ‘ The Baerensteln-Niederschlag unit sent a KVP battalion to Berlin on or 

. -.itoout 20 June 1953* This is one of the KVP garrisons at the greatest 

distance from Berlin., 

g) The artillery barracks of the KVP-Ferband Halle, normally occupied by 1,500 

. mnj was guarded by Soviet units on 17 June 1953* • 

h) > The KVP Verband Rostock, though not immediately committed, was sent to the 

zone, boundai^ en masseon 25 June 1953* 

I) In the area of Array Group North, certain instruction that had already begun 
. was not .broken off during tfhe disturbance* 

J) m Berlin KVP border police appeared from time to time from distant 
garrisons {ring around Berlin). Other police were also brought in. In 
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some oases these forces came from places at a really great distance, such 
as Qoerlltz... fhere > was absolutely uniformity in the behavior of "the KVP 
units that wer^ .used. Information regarding them, runs all , the way from 
desertion to. reckless firing. Ihe reports that have., come' in strongly suggest 
that the KTB could not be rtiied upon in case of internal trouble, at least 
not to the degree the Soviet authorities wanted.,, 

3. The Seepolissei during the Revolt? 

The Seepoii^el were not employed during the disturbances. The flotilla lying at 
Peenepunde was probably alerted on l8' June 1953 and put to sea at once. Only 
po . rather dubious craft seem to have remained in harbpr, ^ntll 25 jime 1953, 
no flotiUai returned. Perhaps the flotillas put to sea^, because the crews were 
not regarded as wholly reliable, as a means of preventing desertion or mutiny. 

Ih Jovember 1918, unreliable crews managed tp get away with individual ships of 
the German Navy. 

Psychological background and results of the June Revolt: 

The uprising was the result of the exacerbation of a definitely revolutionary 
situation in the Zone, crested by the forced Sovletization of the sone, without 
regard to the basic fundamentals of existence ^of, the population, .Its .coming was ' 
presaged by storm warnings (strikes, etc.), but nevertheless came as a sin^prise both 
to East and to West. 

The main factor was the body of workers of the Soviet Zone, free from bourgeois 
Struggles for security but driven to the limit. Summoned by the West and emerging 
for the first time from their eight-year submission to a system of organized 
isolation^ they became aware of their revolutionary strength, though oceasioiEially 
overestimating the real possibilities in a changed mood. 

The shift from purely economic to political demands was the signal for a genuine 
popular risings which, however, was denied the success it might have achieved for 
lack of planned preparation and the organization of a psychological leadership. 

This was much desired and often expected after the West*s declarations of 
eolldirity^.= On one. hand, there, was disillusion because of the passivity of the 
Wests on the other, there was always the hope of making known the psychological 
^tuatlon^ .through some, future change. The blood .sacrifice was not. in itself so 
great as the effect of the terroristic measures that followed,, which made a 
spiritual .impreesion in this psychological situation. 

Th% uprising revealed a distinctly hesitant attitude on the part of the bourgeois 
Intelligentsia, who were ready neither to Join in nor to make sacrifices. That 
was the difficulty in the revolutionary potential of the workers. 

These events revealed the unreliability of the officials on the lower levels, es- 
pecially those of the PDJ and Volkspollzei . Their behavior differed from place to 
place* They varied from refusal of obedience, to fanatical use ,of their weapons. 

But even, now; the. difference between the behavior of different sections deprives 
them of value as a combat force. 
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The Soviet troops were plainly sent in to put down the rising/i only with reluctance. 

troops saw a situation directly contradicting the ideas they had been taughti^ 

They had to fire on German workers , active laboring proletarians , With, memories of 
the basis and demands of their own much-vaunted revolution they had to fight with 
the front toned arb^d. With many soldiers the purposeful words about Western 
provocation must have missed the mark entirely. Their native fatalism, combined 
with a soldier *s deep-rooted obedience received for the first time, before their 
very eye^y a genuine knd violent argument against their own system. It would be a 
mistake arid also an underestimate of the discipline of the Soviet Army to expect 
iramediatjS futures remits so far as its future military value is, concerned. Judging 
by past 'experience, however, the true bearing of these events will be much discussed 
among the peoples of the Soviet Union. Nor can the uprising fail to have had its 
effect on the other satellite states. 

Against the West /the reproach was often heard that It gave only lip service to Its 
declarations . of solidarity. It was held to be its duty, both for the general welfare 
atid in its own interests not to fail to do something. Evaluation of events in press 
and radio failed to present in a psychologically adroit way the relation of all this 
to Bolshevist doctrine, to turn the Soviet propaganda diet upside down, to drain 
away the water from the Communist infiltration^ and to make effective demands for 
the consolidation of Europe. Here, too, there was lack of psychological leadership. 
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